The Ebola virus outbreak in west Africa has been described by WHO as the "most severe acute health emergency in modern times."
In the UK, Public Health England (PHE) has instituted enhanced entry screening for Ebola in passengers coming from Sierra Leone, Guinea, and Liberia. Screening is already in place at Heathrow and will shortly roll out to Gatwick and St Pancras (Eurostar).
Mabey and colleagues question how many people with active Ebola will be detected.
1 The unprecedented nature of this outbreak makes this difficult to quantify. Because of exit screening in west Africa, we do not anticipate identifying large numbers of people with active disease but think such screening acts as an extra level of safety and reassurance for the UK public.
The editorial highlights the incubation period of up to 21 days. A major aim of screening, not covered in the editorial, is the opportunity to identify people at risk of later developing Ebola and to provide advice on what to do if symptoms develop. Those identified as being at particular risk will be actively followed up. It is important to ensure that anyone at risk has rapid access to healthcare services-for their own health and to reduce the risk of transmission to others. We agree that this is a key priority.
1
Obviously, these measures cannot completely prevent Ebola reaching the UK. They are intended to help decrease the critical time from symptom onset to diagnosis and isolation that is so important in reducing the risk of secondary transmission.
The best way of halting the outbreak is to control and contain the virus in the affected countries. In addition to our work in the UK, PHE and other UK staff will continue to work on the frontline as part of the international effort to tackle Ebola in west Africa.
